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pleasant family (probably Privy Councillor Wrede's), where there was a daughter who resembled Friederike. Fraulein Delf was a zealous matchmaker, and hardly had she noticed a slight attraction between the two young people when she immediately explained to Goethe with great emphasis how promising the outlook was for him by such a union to gain entrance into the service of the Palatinate. Fraulein Delf had developed her plans to him till late in the night. Not long after they had separated the horn of a postilion waked him out of sleep. A courier from Frankfort stopped before the house with a letter from Chamberlain von Kalb, explaining everything, and begging Goethe to return and accompany him to Weimar. Alluring as the picture was that Italy had aroused in his imagination, a low but commanding voice within ordered him northward. Fraulein Delf was quite excited over this sudden turn. She stormed Goethe with a hundred objections, even when the postilion was already before the door prepared to take him back to Frankfort. When she still refused to let him go he finally silenced her with the passionately uttered words of Egmont: " Child! child! no more! As if lashed by invisible spirits the fiery steeds of time are running away with the light chariot of our fate and there is nothing left for us but to muster our courage, hold fast the reins, and guide the wheels now to the right, now to the left, away from a rock here, away from the edge of an abyss there. Whither is he going? Who knows? He scarcely remembers whence he came."
The journey to Weimar was for the purpose of a visit: it developed into a residence for life.